Budget Advisory Committee Ordinance

An Ordinance relating to the creation and administration of a Budget Advisory Committee for the
Town of Searsport.
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Short Title

This Ordinance, prepared in accordance with the provisions of Title 30-A, MRSA section 3001,
as amended, shall be known as and may be cited as the "Town of Searsport Budget Advisory
Committee Ordinance" and shall be referred to herein as the "Ordinance".

Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish the rules and regulations for the administration
of the Town of Searsport Budget Advisory Committee, and to formally prescribe guidelines
and procedures to be followed by the Committee in the performance of its function.

The purpose of the Budget Advisory Committee is to consider proposed revenues and
expenditures and to act in an advisory capacity to the citizens of Searsport.

Definitions

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall be observed in the
administration of this Ordinance. All single references to gender shall include both sexes;
wherever a male gender issued, it shall be construed to include either male or female.
"Committee" shall mean the Town of Searsport Budget Advisory Committee.

"Department Representatives” shall mean the various department heads, supervisors or
other Town of Searsport staff so designated by the TownManager.

ARTICLE | BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2.1.1
21.2

213

21.4

Committee Membership

The Committee shall be composed of 18 members.

Membership on the Committee shall be determined by a general election to be held annually.
Each year at least one-half of the Committee membership shall be subject to election.
Members shall be elected to serve a two-year term and may be re-elected at the pleasure of
the voters of the Town. Municipal officers and officials are not eligible to serve. Should a
vacancy occur following annual election, the Board of Selectmen shall appoint a replacement
to serve until the next immediate annual election.

The Board of Selectmen shall solicit interest from the registered voters of Searsport and
submit a list of nominees to voters of the Town of Searsport for annual election. Any registered
Searsport voter, regardless of race, creed, color, sex, age, marital status, handicap, religion
or national origin may express an interest in being considered for the Committee membership.
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Election of Officers

At the first annual meeting, the Committee shall elect a chairman, vice chairman and secretary
for the ensuing budget year. These officers may be re-elected annually at the discretion of the
Committee. Other officers may be elected as deemed necessary by the Committee.

Duties

The chairman shall serve as the chief spokesman for the Committee and shall conduct all
business actions before the Committee. The Chairman shall be a voting member of the
committee.
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in a manner consistent with the foregoing process of reviewing the annual municipal budget.
Votes taken will be included in the warrant for such special meeting in the same manner that
they appear in a regular town meeting warrant.

CLE VI CONSTRUCTION
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Severability

Severability is intended throughout and within the provisions, including interalia, any
exceptions, parts, phrases or terms or the application thereof, to any person or circumstances
be held invalid, the application of other provisions of this Ordinance shall not be affected
thereby and the validity of this Ordinance in any and all other respects shall not be adversely
affected.

Supersession

This Ordinance supersedes and replaces any and all like or comparable Ordinances, policies
or decisions previously enacted and in force within the Town of Searsport, and shall remain
in effect until, or unless, revoked or superseded by action of the voters of the Town of
Searsport.

Amendments

6.3.1 From time to time, circumstances may require that portions or sections of this Ordinance be

amended, revised or deleted. Such actions shall be proposed at Town Meeting to the voters
of Searsport by the Board of Selectmen. Approval of any amendments, revisions, or deletions
rest exclusively with the voters of the Town of Searsport.
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This Ordinance was submitted to the voters of the Town and adopted at a TownMeeting
held onthe Eighth day of March 1986.
Attest: Judith A. Stauffer, Town Clerk

Amended at a Special Town Meeting on 6/4/96
Amended at a Town Meeting on 3/13/99

Amended at a Special Town Meeting on 1/31/2006
Amended at a Town Meeting on 3/7/2015
Amended at a Town Meeting on 3/9/2019
Amended at a Town Meeting on 3/7/2020

This is a true and attested copy by: _I_LMBOLA&LL

Deborah Plourde, Town Clerk



